INTRODUCTION
The Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms better known as the European Convention on Human Rights, (1950) (hereinafter -the 'ECHR') sets forth that everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Article 9 of the ECHR). At the same time the ECHR guarantees the right not to be denied of an education and requires states to respect the parents' right to ensure such education that corresponds to their religious and philosophical views (Article 2 of Protocol No. 1 of the ECHR). However, the questions of religion in education are subject of debates in many countries of the world 3 .
Examples of the same are decisions of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). 4 In different countries of the world the place of religion in education differs. In most of the European countries teaching of religion in public (or state-funded) school exists in one form or
another. For example, in Poland it is an elective subject, while in Finland religious classes are compulsory. In Greece and Italy it is possible to opt out from attending religious classes.
Exception to this rule is France, where education in public schools is completely secular 5 .
In Russia religious education can be received by the student at his or her own discretion or at discretion of the parents in the religious educational establishment 6 . Obtaining religious education is a right that is not guaranteed within the state education system. Education in public (state and municipal) organizations engaged in educational activity has a strictly secular nature 7 .
This follows from Article 14 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation: 'The Russian
Federation is a secular government. No religion may be established as a state or obligatory one.
Religious associations shall be separated from the State and shall be equal before the law'. This provision is further implemented in Article The most disputed issues concern the regulation of school uniform and the teaching of subjects 'Fundamentals of Religious cultures and secular ethics' and 'Fundamentals of spiritual and moral culture of Russian nations' as a compulsory subject in public schools.
A. REGULATIONS CONCERNING SCHOOL UNIFORM
Before entering into force of the Law on Education the questions of school uniform were regulated by educational institutions independently. 8 A school was entitled to develop and adopt its own internal rules setting out the obligation to wear school uniform and outlining the requirements to it.
Article 38 of the current Law on Education provides for the right of organizations engaged in educational activity to define the requirements with respect to the clothes of students including the requirements with respect to its general outlook, colour, style, types of students' clothes, marks of distinction and the rules on its wearing. 9 Uniform clothes, as a rule, are defined as clothes of classical or business style that include a monochrome suit with trousers or skirt, monochrome skirt or blouse, tie, possibly waistcoat, monochrome knitted pullover, turtleneck and others. widely used in practice. In the regional regulations of the school uniform provisions of model normative act are widely and literally cited.
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For state and municipal schools typical requirements with respect to the clothes of a student are set forth the at the level of a subject of the Russian Federation and are to be approved by authorised bodies of state power of the subject of the Russian Federation. At present in most subject of the Russian Federation the respective normative legal acts were approved. 12 Schools ordinarily establish rules on a particular appearance of school clothes, marks of distinction and the rules on wearing the clothes. These rules take form of a school's local normative act that should comply with the respective regional regulations. In accordance with the Law on Education the school's act should also take into account the views of the school's student union, the parents' council and the teachers' trade union or another representative body. Importantly, the school uniform is also subject to the federal sanitary and epidemiological rules.
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With rare exception religious matters in regulating school uniform are left without any attention in the majority of subjects of the Russian Federation. However, in the most affected subjects such cases do reach the court.
A precedent was created in Stavropol Krai where the regional government has not only introduced requirements to school clothes, including the prohibition on wearing pants by girls, but also prohibited religious clothes. 14 Parents of the affected students tried to appeal the regional regulation. However, the regional court of Stavropol Krai has rejected the claim. The court noted that the legislative prohibition of religious clothes and, particularly, headwear in public schools does not prevent the claimant from receiving education. It may be received also in external form or in schools established by religious associations exercising the respective right to establish educational institutions provided for by the federal law.
In a similar court decision pronounced in the Republic of Mordovia the regional court considered the legality of regional regulations on students' appearance prohibiting headscarves in schools.
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The case has reached the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation which in February 2015 has finally upheld the regional norm prohibiting religious headwear in public schools.
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Similarly to the Stavropol ruling described above, this decision was justified by, on the one hand, sanitary-epidemiological requirements and, on the other hand, by the principle of secular education. The court pointed out that present federal legislation promoting the principle of secular education does not set forth the ability of the citizens to realise their right to confess religion and act in accordance with its belief in state and municipal educational institutions. The aim of the latter remains to development a child's personality, to transmit knowledge, to develop abilities and competences necessary for the person's fully engaged life in the society, and for the conscious choice of profession and receiving of professional education.
Importantly, apart from being regulated at federal, regional and the school level, school uniform can also be funded from the state budget. Provision of uniform to students can be made 
B. THE FUNDAMENTALS OF RELIGIOUS CULTURES AND SECULAR ETHICS
The It is doubtful that federal centralised management of education system can take into account all the regional specifics. The regions lack direct instruments of influence on the school curricula. As a result, in practice, the Orthodox position prevails. In the Federal list of textbooks 6 textbooks are devoted to the basics of the Orthodox culture, two -to the basics of Islamic culture, two -to the Buddhist culture. 37 Within the framework of the course, only the fundamentals of the Orthodox culture are taught, and not the Christian as a whole. At the same time, only about half a million Catholics live in Russia.
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As it was shown the values of multiculturalism and tolerance are not reflected in the regulation of the school uniform. This position is supported by public opinion: 74% of Russians are against wearing hijab in school. 39 Step by step the role of religion, especially the Orthodox, in modern Russian education is growing. Despite the provisions of the law it would be an exaggeration to say that education in Russia is truly secular. However it is too early to call it religious.
